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The Return of Summer Vacation 


BY RANDY STERN 


After two years of a persistent pandemic, we can declare the return 
of the summer vacation. 

You’ve been waiting for a long time to break out your passports and 
book your vacation. Flights, trains, hotels, rental cars, attractions, con- 
certs, shows...everything is getting booked up. Hopefully your trip has 
been booked. If not, you better get on the horn and start booking. 

After all, the airports are getting busier. The planes are getting full 
again, even with challenges in scheduling, delays, personnel, and so 
forth. The same goes for Amtrak, too! The hotels are getting booked 
up. Rental car locations are selling out — even with their fleets now full of 
recent pre-owned vehicles. 

Speaking of driving, the American Automobile Association stated that 
82% of all trips during Memorial Day were by automobile. It is still a huge 
number, even though the fuel pump prices have jumped well over $4.75 
a gallon for unleaded. When I was in Las Vegas early in May, I saw pump 
prices settled well into the $5.00 a gallon range. 

These are certainly challenges to planning and going on our summer 
getaways. That hasn’t stopped us from getting away at all. After all, we 
LGBTQ people love to travel — for pleasure or by necessity. 

Can I admit something to you? I have never taken a real vacation in 
well over a decade. 


For the past eleven-plus years, every trip I took turned into a story. 
These trips ended up being published somewhere - including inside 
these pages. I tried to unwind, but my laptop pops open and I’m typing 
away about what I saw, whom I met, what I drove...etc. 

Granted, my travels have not been on the exotic level. I mainly stayed 
within the continental U.S. Yet I’m OK with where I've been and what 
has been yielded by these trips. After all, to see the world, we have to 
tell its story. 

C’mon, I’ve seen your social media channels. You chronicle your sum- 
mer getaways as much as I write about them in this magazine. Fair play. 

Before you say that I need a vacation — I know I need one. However, I 
think you need one more than I do. Just saying... 

With that said, our Summer Getaways issue is full of ideas. 

We have destinations that range near and far. From the Boundary 
Waters to Door County, Madison to Savannah...even Chicago...we got 
you covered. Granted, these are within hours - or, a flight away — from 
home, but a getaway is something that we all need right now. 

Are your bags packed? Did you meet your destination's COVID-19 
arrival and departure guidelines? Your tickets, reservations, and every- 
thing else you need ready to go? Is your vehicle fueled up? 

Then, have a great summer getaway! ll 
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Survival Does Not Offer Escape 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


The horrific news events of the past several 
weeks dealt not only with victims, but survivors. 

Three young women, now seniors at New- 
town High School, were prepping for spirit week 
festivities before graduation when the news of Ul- 
vade, TX, exploded. In an instant, they were back 
at Sandy Hook, December, 2012, escaping a mas- 
sacre to experience ongoing panic attacks, fears 
of being alone, every loud noise a rifle shot, fears 
of making new (loseable) friends. 

Uvalde snatched tennis star Andy Murray, 
now 35 and father of four, back to Scotland- a 
nine-year-old in Dunblane Primary School, where 
16 classmates and a teacher were slain. Murray, 
his brother and others knew and had often inter- 
acted with the attacker. 

In 2008, Samantha Haviland, who directed 
counseling services for Denver Public Schools, 
had herself survived Columbine in April, 1999. 
She became a counselor though did not seek help 
herself, endured years of nightmares believing 
she didn't deserve help when so many classmates 
had perished. Now 40, she finally sought help, 
but realizes that time itself does not heal. 


After the recent massacre at Robb Elemen- 
tary School, his father reported that son Noah, 
10, had not cried. He'd lain, wounded, among his 
silent classmates an hour before he was removed 
to hospital. There, he told his dad his clothes 
were ruined. Assured he'd get new ones, Noah 
added, “I lost my glasses, I’m sorry." What future 
awaits him? 

Every survivor bears a heavy load, and age 
is no barrier to pain. According to psychiatrist 
Bruce Perry, for the youngest, who have no wider 
world-view, their belief that grownups can always 
protect them is shattered.. 

My own moment arrived one sweltering July 
afternoon in 1944, at the Ringling Brothers Bar- 
num and Bailey Circus. I was three. One specific 
memory is of being slung over my father's shoul- 
der as he ran towards the flaming entrance (away 
from the mass running towards the other end). 
My other memory is looking back, and seeing the 
tent collapse. I was told later I was inconsolable 
to see the American flag topple into the flames (it 
was wartime; I was patriotic). 

'The newspaper on the breakfast table the next 


morning featured a photo of Little Miss 1565, a 
child who seemed only to be sleeping, but who 
would never wake. I realized then that not all chil- 
dren came home. 

I didn't see anything terrible, I was never out 
of my daddy's arms, yet for years, I'd shriek at 
lamb chops flaming in the oven, or when Dad lit 
Christmas wrappings in the fireplace. I began 
to pull out my hair; I was reluctant to go to new 
places, I had ongoing headaches, and dreams; 
never of an uncontrolled conflagration, but be- 
ing immobile as fire slouched towards me. These 
continued until I was past sixty. 

Isit with my back to a wall checking exits in 
public places; I avoid crowds. I didn't see victims, 
then, but I must have heard the screams of the 
thousands trying to escape-T've locked it all in 
silence. Four with us all escaped, including dear 
Mollie Duckett who rescued my blue stuffed el- 
ephant, yet, as others have found, time cannot 
completely erase what deep trauma has instilled, 
and the ripples continue on and on, to consume 
parents, siblings, friends. E 
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Market Day in Madison 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS BY SHARON VANORNY 


American farmers’ markets are almost as old as America itself. Trans- 
planting the customs of the Old Country as well as the seeds they’d car- 
ried with them, farmers would hitch up the horse and buggy and trot into 
town to sell their home-grown produce. Then the practice was banished 
in favor of supermarkets, where shopping became about as exciting as 
touring a morgue. Today the movement’s come full circle, with farmers’ 
markets returning to claim new urban niches. 

They're crammed with customers who've had their fill of plastic- 
wrapped tomatoes with a shelf life longer than your modern marriage. 
Instead, they’re seeking flavor. They’re also searching for connections 
with the past and with the land. They’re getting back in tune with the 
changing seasons, where nothing beats the thrill of spying the first as- 
paragus in spring or corn in August. If they cannot grow their own din- 
ner, they want to discuss it with the folks who did. Kids who thought 
tomatoes came in cans can sink their teeth into one picked just that 
morning. Growers can connect with real, live consumers, not railroad 
cars. 

The Dane County Farmers Market in Madison, Wisconsin, is the 
largest open-air market in the Midwest, and one of the oldest, straight 
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out of a movie set of small-town America. Every Saturday from 6:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., April to November, it fills a giant, eight-block square anchored 
by the State Capitol where over 200 vendors congregate to display what 
they’ve picked or produce on their small holdings. No absentee owners 
are eligible, nor may anything be brought in that is not produced in Wis- 
consin. That’s the beauty of it. 

The market originated close to 30 years ago when Jonathan Barry, 
selling produce out of the back of his pickup truck near the Capitol steps, 
figured he was losing more money in parking tickets than he took in on 
corn and peas. He bent the ear of the mayor and enlisted the support of 
the County Agricultural Agent. Backed by a “go for it!” from both, Barry 
became the market's first manager. 

'These days it's become the social event of the week. Town meets 
gown on equal footing as politicians trade briefcases for shopping bags 
and college students converge with backpacks to load up. Senior citi- 
zens greet neighbors as they select a week's worth of cherries and lamb 
chops for Sunday dinner. Faculty wives, parading with stalks of gladioli 
like patriotic flags, select the perfect fruit vinegar, fresh herbs and goat 
cheese to dress the salad. Families pull toddlers in red wagons, sharing 
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space with a peck of spuds. Chefs such as Odessa Paper of l'Etoile, a café 
which overlooks the square, can be spotted meticulously choosing the 
makings of the evening’s menu. 

The regulars come early, grasping mugs of coffee, circling counter- 
clockwise in slow motions as they chat with favorite vendors. By now 
they’re all on first-name terms. “You guys like beans? These are really 
good beans,” calls one. “Walk around. Compare them with every bean 
you see.” 

Jim, “the melon man,” had his first garden at age four. “I loved it ever 
since,” he grins, preparing a vegetable stir-fry of “what’s good today” for 
customers to sample. Around closing time he offers Jim’s Famous Bag 
Special—two dollars buys you everything your sack can hold. “They go 
home and make a bargain supper, and I go home with an empty truck,” 
he explains. 

If Jim's the melon man, call John Mr. Potato. And his advice is thrown 
in free. “How are you going to fix those?” he asks a customer, who vol- 
leys, “I’m open to suggestions.” 

Annie is a self-professed “recovering academic” who bought her first 
goats in 1984. Today she markets her famous goat cheese at a stand fes- 
tooned with photos of the herd (Angie and Gilda Radner among them). 

Ken grows apples with pedigrees that could put the DAR to shame. 
There’s the Spitzeneberg, brought to America from Germany. His own 
favorite is the King David. “I say ‘thank you’ for each one I eat. Give me 
a King David apple, a little cheese, a glass of wine and some Mozart. 
That’s a perfect evening.” Many folks of Dane County are prone to agree. 

As people take their purchases to the Capitol lawn for an impromptu 
picnic, they’re entertained by strolling magicians, musicians, dancers 
and mimes. Each week a special festival is highlighted, from the Taste 
of Madison, in which the city’s restaurants offer samples culled from the 
provender in their midst, to Cows on the Concourse, the most popular 
event of the season, complete with dairy cows on hand for petting, a 
C&W band and vendors of dairy products offering everything from ice 
cream sundaes to strawberry shortcake piled with whipped cream. 

Madison is a straight shot east on 1-94. If you're tempted to stay 
overnight, here are some B&Bs close by where you can rest your head 
in style and comfort: Collins House, 704 E. Gorham St., 608-255-4230, 
inncollins@aol.com, a Prairie-style home overlooking Lake Mendota; Ar- 
bor House, 3402 Monroe St., 608-238-22981 [3editor: no website given] 
,an environmentally-dedicated inn across from the University's arbore- 
tum; Canterbury Inn, 315 W. Gorham St., 800-838-3850, inn madison- 
canterbory.com, perched atop a bookstore-cum-café, with a book theme 
derived from the Canterbury Tales; and Mansion Hill Inn, 424 N. Pinck- 
ney St., 800-798-9070, www.mansionhillinn.com, an elegant, ornate and 
luxurious home of the 1850s. 

As befits a college/capitol town, Madison's restaurants range from 
ethnic to elegant. Several take pride in trolling the farmers' market to 
stock their kitchens, such as l'Etoile, facing the Capitol, for over 25 years 
run by proprietor/chef Odessa Piper, called the Alice Waters of the Mid- 
west (25 N. Pinckney St., 608-251-0500); its neighbor, Harvest, offering a 
regional American menu at 21 N. Pinckney St., 608-255-6075; and Mari- 
gold Kitchen, 118 S. Pinckney St., 608-661-5559, an informal setting for 
fresh, seasonal food. For more information contact the Greater Madison 
Convention & Visitors Bureau at 800-373-6376. li 
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PRIDE JOURNEY: 
Savannah, Georgia 


BY JOEY AMATO | PHOTOS BY JOEY AMATO 


Taking a trip to Savannah is like taking a journey back in time. Even 
the airport is designed with architectural elements in mind that make it 
clear to guests that they are in for a unique experience. 

Savannah is a city of squares. Designed in the 1700s, the city contains 
22 squares, most of which are named in honor of a person or historical 
event, and many contain monuments, memorials or statues in the center. 
One can spend an entire day strolling around the city squares, admiring 
the stunning landscape and foliage. 

I would highly recommend spending your first day in Savannah on 
foot rather than jumping on a packed trolley filled with tourists. You'll 
get a better lay of the land if you discover the city on your own at first. 
There are many walking tours which operate during the day as well as 
at night which can provide you with a boat load of historical data and in 
some cases, you can learn about Savannah's haunted past. 

Savannah has been called the most haunted city in the country for 
good reason. The city has been the site of war, disease, fire, murder, and 
slavery. According to one source, a French ship called Grietely arrived 
in Savannah in 1854 to pick up 71 escaped slaves. The ship sank while 
exiting the Savannah Harbor and many sailors say they feel a force pull- 
ing them off course and hear voices speaking in French and Bantu even 
today. 

There are dozens of stories like this so if you are looking to go on 
a ghost hunt during your stay, join a Haunted Savannah Walking Tour 
from 6th Sense World- a woman-owned business that prides itself as be- 
ing Savannah's original ghost tour company. The nighttime tour visits 
multiple haunted areas of the city including the famed Mercer House. 

Wake up bright and early the next morning and catch a glimpse of 
the sunrise along the riverfront in the Plant Riverside district, home to 
numerous restaurants, boutiques, and art galleries. One block south on 
East Bay Street lies B. Matthew's Eatery, a two-story restaurant which 
serves up some of the best brunches in the city. Since I was planning 
on walking a lot during my stay, I ordered the Fried Green Tomato & 
Crab Cake Benny, a delicious fried green tomato coupled with a blue 
crab cake, poached egg, mixed greens, and goat cheese served over a 
homemade buttermilk biscuit and topped with mornay sauce. Calories 
don't count when you're on vacation! 

If you feel like you need a bit more exercise than walking, the fitness 
center at the Perry Lane Hotel is probably one of the largest and nicest 
hotel gyms I've ever seen. After your workout, head up to the rooftop 
for a stunning view of the city. The hotel consists of two buildings, the 
north building houses the rooftop bar and pool, while the south tower 
has a rooftop event space. Grab some complimentary champagne from 
the hotel lobby and head to the top floor for the most amazing views of 
Savannah. 

Before heading out on your next adventure, swing by The Emporium 
Kitchen & Wine Market located on the ground floor of the north tow- 
er and order the Crispy Brussels Sprouts with chili bacon jam...you'll 
thank me later. 

There really is a surprise around every corner in Savannah and one 
such surprise is a wonderful boutique called Frieze. Bailey, the store 
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dog, greets customers when they walk in and is 
quite possibly the most well-behaved dog ever. 
The store contains a variety of exotic treasures 
from around the world hand-selected by the 
owner, which are perfect for your home or a gift 
for that special person. 

History buffs will enjoy the American Pro- 
hibition Museum which sits just outside of Ellis 
Square. The 6,000 square foot building contains 
13 different galleries, four vintage cars and a 
functioning speakeasy. The 18th amendment to 
our Constitution was passed in 1919, prohibit- 
ing the sale, transportation, and consumption of 
alcohol, so of course people tried to find a way 
around this law, leading to the rise of organized 
crime, as gangsters began to form well-organized and profitable boot- 
legging operations. The museum shines a spotlight on this era paying 
tribute to the good, the bad and the ugly. 

Art enthusiasts should swing by the SCAD Museum of Art, a contem- 
porary art museum featuring the works of internationally renowned and 
emerging artists. The museum serves as a source of inspiration for the 
students of the Savannah College of Art & Design, which has grown to 
encompass multiple locations throughout the city and an enrollment of 
almost 15,000 students, many of which travel here from other countries 
to attend the institution. 

With a student population that large, the city boasts a decent LG- 
BTQ community despite the number of nightlife options. Club One, the 
city’s only official gay club offers daily entertainment ranging from Drag 


Bingo on Monday evening to karaoke and full drag performances in 
their showroom every Friday and Saturday night. The club was home 
to world-renowned transgender performer The Lady Chablis, who was 
known as the ‘Grand Empress’ of the club. Chablis was a superstar in her 
own right, playing herself in the Clint Eastwood-directed movie adapta- 
tion of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, starring Kevin Spacey 
and John Cusack. Although Chablis passed away in 2016, Club One hon- 
ors the icon every week with performances that bear her name. 

Whether you are looking for great food, culture, history, paranormal 
activity, or a little bit of everything, Savannah is a great destination to 
explore. 

For more information, visit www.visitsavannah.com. To book your 
Savannah gaycation, visit www.Orbitz.com/Pride 

Enjoy the Journey! E 
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OUR SCENE | COVER FEATURE 


PAULA BOGGS BAN 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON | PHOTOS BY TOM REESE. COURTESY OF PAULA BOGGS BAND 


My highest belief is in duality. Not one 
thing is one thing only. Human nature is to 
force a category, a label to everything we expe- 
rience. We mark our lives on a linear timeline 
and organize it into chapters. The point where 
a chapter ends, it also begins. It’s in these tran- 
sitions that I find duality, where I find God. I 
find that duality mirrored in everything I think 
and feel. 

Janus is the Roman god and goddess of 
transition, of beginnings and endings. It’s also 
the name of the new album by the Paula Boggs 
Band. Paula Boggs is the primary songwriter 
of the band’s music but would describe her- 
self more as a storyteller, a chronicler, or an 
observer, “of something I am trying to make 
sense of in the world,” Boggs says, “there are 
other songs that are quite personal and come 
from a deep place within.” All of the songs 
were written or reimagined in early 2021, dur- 
ing what Boggs calls the triple pandemics of 
public health, race, and politics. 
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Despite my beliefs, I was skeptical of a mu- 
sical experience that dared me to hope that we 
were transitioning out of the horrific time we 
have been through in the last few years. It was 
songs like Where’s my Scarf?, Paula’s tongue 
and cheek take on the Covid pandemic, Don’t 
Let the Clowns (Break You Down), a sense of 
encouragement for dealing with the clowns in 
your life, and Thirty More Years and a Day, a 
song that honors Boggs’ 30 year relationship 
with her wife, that gave me more than hope, 
but prompted me and allowed me to acknowl- 
edge, to heal, and be ready to move forward to 
face the future. After listening to the album, I 
couldn’t say it better than what a fan told Boggs 
recently after seeing the album performed, “I 
feel better now than when I came in the door.” 

As an artist Boggs says she has learned that, 
“there is no substitute for authenticity.” The 
impact of her storytelling is amplified by the 
band’s musicianship, a result of their technical 
excellence and professional training. Poetic lyr- 
ics, unique chord progressions, and a blend of 
the folk, jazz, bluegrass, and Americana genres 
is what makes up the Paula Boggs Band’s of- 
ficially trademarked sound of “Seattle Brewed 
Soulgrass”. Boggs says, “If we are doing our 
job, our voices and our instruments aren’t get- 
ting in the way of the story, but rather they’re 
helping us tell the story. Then we've won.” 

The band’s sound’s inspiration is rooted in 
Boggs’ past, where she grew up in segregated 
Virginia toggling between the folk mass music 
at their father’s Catholic church and the gospel 
spiritual music at her mother’s African Method- 
ist Episcopal church. Both elements influence 
the “soulgrass” sound of the Paula Boggs Band 
and both can be heard on Janus. 

Boggs’ mother happens to share her name 
with the album’s title. “My mom is a risk taker 
and has never been afraid to reinvent herself.” 
When Boggs was 13, her mother took her 
and her three younger siblings and moved 
from Virginia to Germany to be a teacher to 
military families stationed there. Those forma- 
tive teenage years for Boggs were filled with 
experiences that gave her “a sense of self and 
place”, that she drew strength from later on in 
life. Boggs says, “That act by my mother for- 
ever changed the arc of my life, and gave me a 
sense of the possible.” Those possibilities seem 
to know no bounds for Boggs. She can boast of 
accomplished careers in the military, in law, in 
radio, and now in music as a congressionally 
appointed naval officer, a corporate executive 
and board member, as well as serving on the 
President’s Committee on the Arts and the 
Humanities. Boggs is currently working on a 
memoir to chronicle all the chapters and transi- 
tions of her life. 

The Paula Boggs Band has experienced a 
transition of their own while working to bring 


Janus to audiences. When the album was re- 
corded just over a year ago, it was done under 
the strictest of Covid protocols. The band was 
ridden with anxiety and uncertainty, not know- 
ing when they would be able to perform for a 
live crowd again. Boggs says, “we now have 
a more normal cadence of performance,” as 
they’ve reconnected with fans playing shows 
and festivals. A welcome reprise to, “interac- 
tions with an appreciative audience, venues 
happy that we're there, and being pleased by 
the crowds we've been able to attract." says 
Boggs, "Now is a more positive, hopeful, door- 
opening time for us." 

A particularly exciting door that opened 
recently for Boggs was getting to meet her col- 
laborator on one of the album's singles, King 
Brewster, in person. Grammy winning art- 
ist Dom Flemons sings and plays the banjo, 
bones, and jug on the song about a recently 
discovered true tale of Boggs' enslaved then 
emancipated ancestor. Their respective por- 
tions of the song were recorded remotely and 
then mixed together. It wasn't until last month 
at the Folk Alliance International Conference 
that they met face to face for the first time. ^We 
hugged each other, I met his wife and his four 
year old daughter, and we just had this beau- 
tiful meeting and gathering. We felt as if we'd 
known each other for a while," says Boggs and 
that working with him, ^was really magical." 

Flemons' reaction when he first read the 


lyrics to the song he would later record was 
that Boggs had written poetry in every line, 
poetry that is unexpectedly direct and honest 
when it comes to covering the brutality of slav- 
ery. Boggs says, "Anything less than honesty 
would dishonor my ancestor, what he lived and 
died, to make me, me." The song carries the 
theme of duality, as it's the song that looks the 
farthest into the past but points to hope of a 
better future. “The ending of that song,” Boggs 
says, "people have gravitated to the lyric: we 
can't repave the past, may the future be recast." 

Let's allow that future to be filled with more 
of the likes of the Paula Boggs Band. “We’re a 
band where we are grooving and we are exu- 
berant,” says Boggs, "We're a band of people 
who like each other and we exude this joy." 
There is no doubt, we will continue to experi- 
ence frightening times, but changes and transi- 
tions are always happening. We can still groove 
and grieve. Remember and remind yourself 
that life will always demand its balance. Take 
the time to listen to Janus. Reconcile and re- 
store your soul with soulgrass. 

'The Paula Boggs Band is honored to be cov- 
ered by the LGBTQ press and says to Lavender 
readers to, “Keep in touch with us! We're all 
over social media!" Head to www.paulaboggs- 
band.net/ for their Instagram, Facebook, Twit- 
ter and Youtube. 

Listen to Janus by the Paula Boggs Band on 
Soundcloud and Spotify. li 
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OUR SCENE | TRAVEL 


DUCK SOUP - 


Ely Outfitting Company Puts 
the Out in the Great Outdoors 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP | PHOTOS COURTESY OF ELY OUTFITTING COMPANY 


It’s the calls that are so baffling; it’s the calls that comprise the riddle. 

The calls are the signature of a flock of giant birds, eight in number, 
but they are the least bird-like birds your loon’s eyes have ever encoun- 
tered: possessing a clumsy second pair of legs where their wings should 
be, all are featherless but also covered in fake plumage, and, craziest of 
all, they carry reusable, dry nests on their backs, flapping across the 
water in hallow trees. Their baffling calls, staccato and tangled, never 
cease. You'll follow them until you can solve the riddle of the giant birds’ 
calls. What do they mean? Then you can begin the long flight south from 
what’s been home for the last five months... 

In addition to being the summer residence of common loons from the 
southern and eastern United States, the Boundary Waters, that soggy 
no-duck’s-land that both separates and connects the American North to 
the Not-American Even-More-North, has for over a century served as an 
object of fascination for the continent’s heartiest adventurers. 

One such derring-doer is Mikah Meyer. 

Meyer put himself on the map, literally, when he became the first 
person to explore all four-hundred-plus United States national park sites 
during a three-year Odyssey that would empty the tear ducts of Homer. 
While exploring your land and my land, Meyer, a now-openly gay man, 
made a discovery about his fellow citizens living and playing on said 
land: people who accepted LGBTQ folk were, in the most rural acres of 
America, depressingly hard to find. 

Mikah Meyer set about creating a method of making such allies visu- 
ally accessible. Meyer created an initiative that offers a signature rain- 
bow tree logo manifested as pins and stickers, T-shirts and fanny packs 
for rustic non-haters to identify themselves wordlessly to their possibly- 
uneasy queer colleagues—the ambitious program is called Outside Safe 
Space. 

Designating as a safe space a part of the planet where free range bears 
could consider any given camper a potential honey thief might seem an 
extant contradiction, but Meyer’s experience contradicts the contradic- 
tion. “In the sense of nature, that’s an equal unknown that every intrepid 
person faces, regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity,” 
he observes. “So the goal of the Outside Safe Space is to help people act 
more like nature, and treat people equally without judgment.” 

In order to put Outside Safe Space into practice, of course, Meyer had 
to journey Outside, bringing kindred spirits along to share the experi- 
ence. “I had the idea of offering a retreat trip for LGBTQ employees of 
outdoor brands,” Meyer remembers, “since many of those brands don’t 
offer LGBTQ Employee Resource Groups the way other major compa- 
nies do.” 

If that statement represented a thrown gauntlet, it was picked up 
by Jason Zabokrtsky, founder and manager of Ely Outfitting Company. 
*[Mikah Meyer and I] are guiding two LGBTQ Boundary Waters trips 
this fall," Zabokrtsky declares. *One is with Mikah and is already full. 
The other LGBTQ trip is September 4th through the 8th. We still have 
spaces available for that guided trip that does not include Mikah on 
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trail...though we will be channeling Mikah’s awesome outdoor LGBTQ 
energy!” 

“This adventure includes a fully outfitted and professionally guided 
four-day/three-night [Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness] canoe 
camping trip and is open to all who identify as LGBTQ,” the event’s web- 
site elaborates. “You'll be geared up with the best canoeing and camping 
equipment, right down to your comfy, freshly-laundered sleeping bag. 
All you need to bring are your clothes, and a thirst for adventure.” 

The outing proper will be preceded by a September 4 group orienta- 
tion because trekking into the Boundary Waters with a plan is an adven- 
ture while trekking into the Boundary Waters without a plan is likely to 
get your puss emblazoned on milk cartons throughout the central time 
zone. The group orientation is succeeded by packing because the kind 
of people who can thrive in the woods without packing are not the kind 
of people you want to hang with for days at a time. 

On September 5, 2022, the trip, guided by Zabokrtsky, begins in ear- 
nest, and then...and then...well, adventure ensues, and adventure, by its 
very nature, defies forecasting. “That’s the exciting part of this adven- 
ture to the Boundary Waters,” Mikah Meyer notes. “Unlike our normal 
days where so much of our schedule is predictable or anticipated, out- 
door adventures provide the ability to be awed at a moment's notice." 

That lack of structure is, in fact, adventure’s defining characteristic. 
*[ don't know a single outdoors fan, from beginners to expert guides, 
who isn’t cautious about at least one aspect of going into wild spaces,” 
says Meyer. “But that’s part of what makes it an adventure, the unknown, 
the possibility of things not going perfect.” 

Perhaps the trip provides its own breed of perfection, one composed 
of land and sky, water and wind, and all points in between. As Mikah 


^U 


Meyer puts it: “Even in our constantly digitally-connected world, where 
one can see any point on Earth from the smartphone in their palm, there 
are views and experiences that can't be captured digitally, and this jour- 
ney will provide ample opportunities for that unique experience." 

You've experienced it before, but the air filling your wings somehow 
feels more profound and more pure as it tugs at your feathers and your 
muscles, probably because you've solved the riddle, cracked the code 
of giant birds' calls. You watched the giant birds as they shared and 
splashed and slogged and shared some more, and it seems so obvious 
now: their baffling staccato, tangled, ceaseless calls have one meaning, a 
meaning beyond boundaries, and that meaning is love. 

For more information on the LGBTQ Boundary Waters Trip, log 
onto: https://elyoutfittingcompany.com/lgbtq-boundary-waters-trip/ 

For more information on Outside Safe Space, also log onto: https:// 
www.mikahmeyer.com/adventurepride E 
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Championing Anti-Racism, 
Leading with Love 


BY HOLLY PETERSON | PHOTOS COURTESY OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK AND WHITE MEN TOGETHER (NABWMT) 


This July 6-9 the National Association of Black and White Men To- 
gether (NABWMT) will hold its 2022 Conference in Minneapolis. NAB- 
WMT describes itself on its website as “a gay multicultural, anti-racism 
organization.” It was founded in San Francisco in 1980 and now exists in 
several local chapters across the country. NABWMT is “committed to 
fostering supportive environments wherein racial and cultural barriers 
can be overcome.” Michael Lyde and Tim Springer, who are the 2022 
co-chairs of the NABWMT Convention Planning Committee, were kind 
enough to discuss NABWMT’s history and its plans for this year’s con- 
vention. 

NABWMT has a long history of using its resources to combat preju- 
dice. “We have always been activists and addressed racism and other 
isms, like providing cultural-specific outreach around HIV prevention 
when the disease was taking so many lives, especially black lives,” ex- 
plains Springer, “We boycotted gay bars that asked black men to show 
three forms of ID, which used to be a common practice.” 

Over the years NABWMT has kept its eyes and ears open, always 
ready to respond to new needs. “In response to increasing instances of 
police brutality, white supremacy, and virulent white nationalism, our 
membership voted to update our mission statement to explicitly name 
antiracism and other forms of discrimination and inequalities as priori- 
ties of our organization,” says Lyde. 

The organization was built by and for black and white men, but 
NABWMT is inclusive. “We have had some very special relationships 
throughout our history with black lesbian activists who have attended 
our conventions and spoken at them,” says Springer. Lyde continues: 
“[I]ntersectionality has always been at the heart of equality and justice 
movements [so we]...specifically named sexism, transphobia, and eco- 
nomic inequality in our statement of purpose.” 

The typical makeup of a NABWMT convention is reflective of its 
name — about half black, half white, and most attendees are gay men. 
Still, Springer says, “We are a loving group and welcome allies who know 
how to respect our safe space.” Lyde agrees: “We welcome opportuni- 
ties to learn, grow, and partner with our siblings throughout the gender 
identity and expression continuum [and] the content of our workshops 
and keynotes is universal, so there is valuable information and skills that 
anyone can acquire.” 

This year’s convention, which will be held at the Minneapolis Bloom- 
ington Hilton, will feature many impactful panels, discussions, and more. 
“Our sharpened focus on antiracism and other inequalities is the major 
inspiration for our convention theme and our programming in Minneap- 
olis this year... The theme [this year] is Championing Anti-Racism, Lead- 
ing with Love," says Lyde. Springer continues: “We thought what better 
way to guide that work within ourselves and as models for others than 
with love, which is the ultimate antidote to racism,” explains Stringer. 

“Our conference program includes a half-day training on anti-racism 
and four other workshops on the topics of critical race theory 101, com- 
bating voter suppression, inter-racial communications in couples, and 
thriving in trying times,” says Stringer. There are also two luncheons, 
a trip to George Floyd Square, a Friday evening talent show, and a Sat- 
urday evening banquet. Keynote speakers include Minneapolis City 
Council President Andrea Jenkins, NABWMT national co-chairs Gavin 
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Morrow-Hall and Doug Reynolds, and Dr. Reginald Cunningham. 

For the full schedule and more detailed information on all of the 
above, check out the NABWMT website, which is listed below. 

There are lots of ways to get involved with NABWMT during the con- 
ference and beyond. Attending the full conference is $200 if you buy your 
tickets online. This price includes all the workshops, luncheons, and the 
Saturday banquet. There are options to buy individual daily tickets if you 
are not free for the full weekend and there are discounts for people un- 
der 35, new attendees, and anyone who has not attended an event in ten 
years or more. More detailed information on tickets and pricing is avail- 
able on the NABWMT website. 

There are several volunteer needs during the conference. These 
needs range from helping with registration and running zoom meetings 
to performing in the talent show or donating to the silent auction. 

Donations for the silent auction should be made by July 5 at the lat- 
est. Lyde recommends donations like “books on race relations [that 
you]...are done with or other small items our attendees can...take home 
in their suitcases.” Anyone interested in performing in the talent show 
should speak to organizers by July 8. “We welcome anyone who likes to 
do drag, or sing, or play an instrument, or do a brief comedy routine,” 
says Lyde. 

There are long-term options for involvement with NABWMT as well. 
“If anyone has a strong affinity for our group and wants to help start a 
local chapter, we'll team up with you to explore that,” says Stringer, “For 
the really committed, we welcome you to jump in with both feet and run 
for a seat on our Board of Directors,” says Stringer. 

NABWMT has been building relationships and creating change for 
over forty years. Its political, personal, and cultural work has created last- 
ing change and strong relationships. “One of the most common words 
used to describe NABWMT by our members is ‘family’,” says Springer, 
“NABWMT is a place where we are free to love whomever we want to 
love.” Check out the conference and see how you can be a part of their 
story and how they can be a part of yours. li 
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OUR LIVES | SENIOR LIVING 


Making A Hard Choice: 


A Lesson from "Bob's Choice 


When it comes to making decisions at the 
end of a person's life, we are faced with hard 
choices.There are free resources available 
across the country for those considering their 
end of life wishes, and it differs from state to 
state — including Minnesota and the surround- 
ing states. 

An organization called Compassion & 
Choices serves to educate around end-oflife 
care, and support legislation that improves op- 
tions. Their experience with the LGBTQ com- 
munity gives them an advantage as a resource 
for an individual's end-of-life decisions. 

We discussed these resources with Dr. Re- 
becca Thoman, the Doctors for Dignity Direc- 
tor for Compassion & Choices in Minnesota. 
She explained how once such choice could 
be beneficial for one's end-oflife decision. 
She spoke to us as the documentary, “Bob’s 
Choice," which was shown on June 14 with a 
panel discussion after the showing. The docu- 
mentary was produced by NBC affiliate KING5 
in Seattle a few years. The showing was co- 
hosted by Rainbow Health and the First Unitar- 
ian Society, where they were joined by lawmak- 
ers and storytellers on the panel afterwards. 

LAVENDER: For the readers who are 
unaware of Compassion & Choices, please 
explain who you do and the programming 
you have nationwide - and in Minnesota? 

DR. THOMAN: “Compassion & Choices has 
been around since 1980, and is the largest non- 
profit working to expand and improve end-of-life 
options around the country. We do this in court- 
rooms and state capitals, as well as through 
community education and medical outreach. 

“Our Minnesota team's focus is threefold. 
First, we advocate for the passage of the Min- 
nesota End of Life Options Act. This bill would 
allow mentally capable adults with six months or 
less to live, the ability to obtain a prescription for 
medication that would peacefully end their lives 
if their suffering became too great. This medical 
practice is referred to as medical aid-in-dying, or 
what others may call ‘death with dignity’. 

"Secondly, we are focused on educating 
people about their end of life options after a 
dementia diagnosis. This is crucial work, as ac- 
cording to a new study published in the Journal 
of the American Medical Association, nearly 
half of all older adults now die with a dementia 
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BY RANDY STERN 


diagnosis, up more than one-third (3690) in just 
the past two decades. 

Thirdly, our work involves collaboration with 
historically underserved communities to edu- 
cate, advocate, and empower people to support 
one another through end-oflife planning. We are 
very focused on connecting to the African Amer- 
ican and LGBTQ+ communities, who have been 
disproportionately removed from these conver- 
sations. Our pride event and this film screening 
are important components of that work. 

LAVENDER: The June program focuses 
on LGBTQ seniors and people facing end 
of life choices, give me an overview of this 
program - and the airing of this film- and 
why it is important for our community to 
participate? 

DR. THOMAN: "Bob's Choice' is a docu- 
mentary that details the last weeks of an LG- 
BTQ+ elder from Seattle who utilized Wash- 
ington's Death with Dignity law. This film is 
really special and we are honored to partner 
with Rainbow Health and First Unitarian Soci- 
ety to make this available. It is important to us 
that we use our platforms to showcase stories 
of advocates living with terminal illness. This 
film is a deeply vulnerable and intimate look 
into what medical aid-in-dying is really like. 


EV 


Dr. Rebecca Thoman. 
Photo by Meagan 
Williams 


There is so much misinformation, and a lot of 
completely rational fear of the unknown - and 
Bob wanted his story to teach others. 

“LGBTQ+ community members were some 
of the first advocates of medical aid-in-dying 
during the height of the AIDS epidemic in the 
1980's, with many sharing stories of loved ones 
who suffered unnecessarily at the end of life. 
The LGBTQ+ community remains a natural 
ally in our work because bodily autonomy is a 
basic human right. The two movements share 
the belief in everyone's right to make their own 
healthcare decisions that are in line with their 
values and priorities." 

LAVENDER: What inequalities do you 
see when it comes to LGBTQ individu- 
als and couples when it comes to making 
these choices in contrast to their hetrosex- 
ual counterparts? 

DR THOMAN: “There is still much re- 
search to be done in this area, but we do know 
that LGBTQ+ elders have significant fears 
around safe medical care, healthcare proxies, 
and even independent living. For instance, 
many LGBTQ+ elders may have to hide their 
partnerships to access housing or have a fam- 
ily member who makes unwanted decisions on 
their behalf at end-of-life. 


“As I mentioned, some of our work hap- 
pens in courtrooms, and in the last year, our 
legal team supported two important cases. 
One out of New York and another in Idaho. 
The NY lawsuit claims that New York City vio- 
lated a transgender Muslim man’s specific in- 
structions on properly completed state forms 
about how to take care of his body after death. 
The aftermath was so devastating, his partner 
miscarried the twins she was carrying when 
he died. More information about the case can 
be found here. 

“The case in Idaho was on behalf of four 
women and challenged a law that voided the liv- 
ing wills (also known as advance directives) of 
all pregnant people. Under Idaho’s interpreta- 
tion of the 2005 law, advance directives were in- 
valid regardless if the pregnant person wanted 
no medical treatment or all possible treatment. 
It was a violation of their constitutional rights to 
medical decision-making and bodily integrity, 
gender equality and freedom of speech. This 
settlement required Idaho state officials to cre- 
ate a new advance directive template without 
the pregnancy exclusion and to notify the more 
than 40,000 people who filed an advance direc- 
tive with the Idaho registry of this change. 
More information about the case is here. 

“End of life planning requires self explora- 


tion, and deep conversations with loved ones, 
friends, and medical teams. If those around you 
are not supportive of who you are as you live, it 
makes sense to fear what support you will have 
when you die. This leads to painful isolation af- 
ter a diagnosis, and devastating missteps made 
in crisis. 

“Groups like Rainbow Health provide safe 
medical spaces for people to be honored and 
supported through their entire process, and 
we would love to see those resources grow. 
We need more LGBTQ+ physicians, and for all 
medical professionals to be educated on these 
issues. These issues need to be confronted 
rather than ignored or avoided.” 

LAVENDER: You talk about advocacy, 
please explain what current strategies and 
efforts are underway through legislation 
and in the care community? 

DR THOMAN: “Our advocacy centers 
around telling stories. Stories like Bob’s, our 
supporters, or one of many other terminally ill 
Minnesotans we have connected to. There is 
far more power in personal story than statistics 
—and the LGBTQ+ community has always been 
at the forefront of sharing truth as activism. We 
are honored to be trusted with many stories, 
and to have so many awesome partners willing 
to help us share them. Including Lavender! 


“In terms of the care community — we are 
leading the effort to pass the medical aid-in- 
dying law, but Rainbow Health is offering a safe 
space for people in Minnesota. For more than 
40 years to offer trauma-informed, compassion- 
ate medical care to anyone regardless of ability 
to pay and that is incredible. They are our part- 
ner in this event, we are honored to support the 
incredible work they do to take care of their pa- 
tients and our community.” 

Dr. Thoman summed it up, “Compassion 
& Choices, we want to honor the way people 
have lived by ensuring them freedom and 
safety when they die. We will all face death, 
and our goal is to help demystify unknowns, 
and instead meet people's fear with compas- 
sion and connection. Again, stories are the 
best way to do this and we are honored to hold 
events like this one. We also have a robust Sto- 
rytelling program, which features many Min- 
nesotans." 

Information about Compassion & Choices 
work in Minnesota can be found at https:// 
compassionandchoices.org/in-your-state/min- 
nesota where you can also sign up to volunteer 
or learn more about our work and issues in 
general. You can also watch "Bob's Choice" and 
read more news on this film here - it includes 
an interview with Bob from KINGS. E 
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Chosen Family in the Prime of Life 


BY MAE WHITNEY 


The Minnesota brand of the international Prime Timers is turning 
23 years old this August. If you’ve never heard of the social organiza- 
tion, you should know that it comprises a diverse group serving gay and 
bisexual men at all stages of life. Together with the over 250 members, 
they attend monthly and weekly events. They do lunch, play dominos, 
attend book club, and build community. Our branch came about in 1999. 
This year they are celebrating its 23rd year with 165 active members. 
They are celebrating with an anniversary party on August 14th and en- 
courage anyone interested to join in on the fun. 

The Minnesota Prime Timers address one of the simplest key needs 
within the aging LGBTQ population: Community. In a recent article, 
I discussed the findings of the Minnesota 2022 LGBTQ Aging Needs 
Assessment Report - which concluded with the importance of LGBTQ 
members of all ages participating in programs to combat isolation and 
increase the safety net for solo seniors. Prime Timers Minneapolis St. 
Paul is one of those organizations. 

Mike Tindell is President of The Minnesota branch and came to the 
TCs in 2019 from the Baltimore chapter, where he was Vice President. 
In his retirement, Mike is incredibly creative and socially active; he also 
happens to be blind. Before retiring, he spent twenty years traveling the 
country, representing and providing support for computer software that 
enabled audio and braille displays for the blind. When I spoke with Mike, 
he was excited and had just come from recording a country blues album 
and was preparing for vacation on a cruise ship. Like in his creative, 
personal, and professional life, Mike is active and enthusiastic about his 
new role as President. 

Mike tells me that the Prime Timers primarily consists of Gay Men 
55+, with some members in their 40s. Mike says Gay Men 21+ are wel- 
come to join the Prime Timers and that he is “happy to talk to anybody 
who wants to learn more about Prime Timers. I’m more than happy to 
be a resource.” 

Q: So, what are some of the things you’ve really enjoyed about 
your time since November as President? 

Mike: “Well, you know, I really enjoy interacting with all prime tim- 
ers. When the board needed someone to join, I was more than happy 
to step up and become Prime Timers President. I understand that a lot 
of people still in the world where we live, senior gay men, do not have 
as many resources to get out maybe and just find other gay people to 
associate with. And I’m thrilled to be a member of an organization that 
is welcoming and gives people a place and a space to come to be with 
like-minded individuals.” 

Q: what do you think is most important for the younger mem- 
bers of the LGBTQ community to know about the Prime Timers? 

Mike: “You know, it’s also there for younger guys, who, you know, 
may be interested in older guys. I mean, we're certainly not like a hook- 
up group. It’s all meant to bring us together, to go out and attend social 
events. Right. But, you know, if you enjoy being with and are more com- 
fortable around older gay men, it certainly can be a place for you. 

For the most part, it is seniors. But that’s not to say we don’t welcome 
younger gay men. So I mean, I would never say no, you can’t be a mem- 
ber cuz you're 25.” 

Q: What is the best part about being a Prime Timer? Why 
should our readers become a member? 

Mike: “I think it’s the support that Timers give each other. You know, 
I have heard so many stories from members about how the group has 
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changed their lives — because they did not have anyone to talk to, you 
know, they’re gay. Maybe they can’t talk to their family, or they’ve just 
come out as gay and say to themselves, “who do I talk to? Where do I 
go?” And it’s the Prime Timers that have given them a place to go. Give 
them friends to watch plays and musicals with, and go out to have dinner, 
see museums, and historical events with! It’s about getting people out 
and about -doing things with other like-minded people.” 

Mike is speaking to a generational conversation that gay and bisexual 
men in their 50s, 60s, and 70s are having. Many couldn’t come out to 
their friends and family in their youth. These are gay and bisexual men 
who married CIS women, had children and families — all while suppress- 
ing a core component of themselves, how they love. Those families were 
sometimes unable to accept these men as they truly were; consequently, 
many lost the community they spent decades building. This is where 
the Prime Timers has stepped up for so many Gay and Bisexual Men 
internationally — as a family. 

The Anniversary Party will be held on August 14th. Contact Mike 
for more information if you’re interested in joining the Minnesota Prime 
Timers. 

Mike can be reached via email Mike.Tindell@icloud.com or give him 
a call at (727) 4647-6453. 

For information about monthly events, please visit their web- 
sitehttps:/ /chapters.theprimetimersww.com/minneapolisstpaul/ li 
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IML44 and IMBB30— 
Vicariously 


BY STEVE LENIUS 


The International Mr. Leather (IML)/International Mr. Bootblack 2022 winners’ podium, left to right: Duke, IML 2022 first 
runner-up; Alistair LeatherHiraeth, International Mr. Bootblack 2022; Gael Leung Chong Wo, International Mr. Leather 2022; 
and David Spivey, IML 2022 second runner-up. Photo credit: Andrew Bertke 

| - * | 


After being canceled two years, the International Mr. Leather IML) 
and International Mr. Bootblack (IMBB) contests were back in 2022. 
This year’s IML (44th edition) and IMBB (30th-anniversary edition) 
contest weekend event was held in Chicago, as always, May 26-30, 2022. 

However, although IML and IMBB were back, I was not back with 
them. Because of COVID risks, 2022 was the first time I have missed an 
IML/IMBB contest weekend since I started attending in 1994. 

So this year, I had to experience IML like many others in the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish community who cannot travel to Chicago to experience 
IML/IMBB in person. This year, I had to experience IML/IMBB vicari- 
ously. 

Experiencing the weekend vicariously is a lot easier today than it 
would have been in 1994. There was a live text feed of the contest on 
Twitter, and there were many posts by many people on Facebook. 

Another way of experiencing the weekend vicariously is to talk to 
people who actually were there. I talked to our two IML contestants from 
the Twin Cities: Ash “Dragon Pup,” Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2020-2021, 
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and Allan Dahl, Mr. Northwoods Leather 2019-2020. I also spoke with 
Andrew Bertke, who has been taking pictures at IML/IMBB for several 
years and who this year was one of two official IML staff photographers. 

'This year there were 60 contestants for IML and three contestants 
for IMBB. Both contests were truly international. IML welcomed 12 
contestants from outside the USA, including nine from European coun- 
tries such as Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Norway, and Spain; 
two contestants from South America (Colombia and Venezuela); and one 
contestant from Australia. One of the three IMBB contestants was from 
Europe. Dahl noted that this was an unusual year for the IML contes- 
tants: "We were in a peculiar situation, compared to other IML classes, in 
that we had a couple extra years to get to know each other." 

'The host hotel for the weekend was the Congress Plaza, as it has 
been since 2015. According to Dahl, “I loved staying at the Congress. 
For as old as it is, I couldn't imagine being anywhere else." Many activi- 
ties for the contestants, including orientation, interviews and daily meet- 
ings, were held on the third floor of the hotel. Bertke thought the energy 
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at the hotel, and at the weekend in general, was good: “I think a lot of 
people were just happy to be there and see each other. It felt a lot like 
old home week. So many of us have not seen each other for three years.” 

The ever-popular IML leather market was open Friday through Mon- 
day with 57 vendors on three floors of the host hotel. Bertke, who has 
seen previous IML leather markets, told me this year’s leather market 
was packed and really wasn’t much different from those of other years. 
Dahl especially enjoyed the people-watching at the leather market: “It 
was another opportunity to have conversations with people that I might 
have met virtually or through social media.” Ash said, “I enjoyed looking 
at all the different things in the leather market and seeing what was out 
there.” 

For the contestants, the first event was the contestant orientation on 
Thursday. Dahl said, “The welcome was fabulous. The staff was abso- 
lutely wonderful and very, very supportive.” 

On Thursday evening, the IML/IMBB opening ceremonies were 
held at VenueSIX10, a short walk from the host hotel. Ash drew con- 
testant #29 and Dahl drew contestant #33. Both said they were happy 
to have numbers in the middle of the contestant group. Ash told me his 
reaction during the opening ceremonies was, “Okay, this is real, this is 
really happening.” 

The first judging event for the contestants was the private interview 
with the weekend’s nine judges. Ash reported that he received “no 
curveball questions,” and that one of the judges asked him about his 
military service. Dahl said he approached the interview “like it was a 
conversation with the judges. That seemed to work for me.” 

Aseries of four Kink U educational sessions were presented Saturday 
afternoon. One of these sessions proved to be controversial: “Vaginal 
Sex for Gay Men,” which was taught by Boy Madura Onyx, a transgen- 
der man. Unfortunately, this class caused some transphobic responses 
on social media. The IML organization later posted on Twitter a state- 
ment of support and inclusivity which read, in part, “It is our firm belief 
that Trans men are men and therefore are afforded the same rights and 
privileges of cisgender men who come thru our doors.” 


28 LAVENDER JUNE 30-JULY 13, 2022 


agon’P up, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2020-2021, onstage 
ernational Mr. Leather 2022. Photo credit: Andrew Bertke 


The venue for the Saturday and Sunday night contest events was new 
this year: the Arie Crown Theater at McCormick Place. Bertke thought 
the theater was "beautiful, with great dressing rooms and area for the 
contestants right off the stage. There wasn't a maze of pathways to get 
from the dressing rooms up to the stage like there have been other years. 
That was really good for the contestants." Bertke also told me he liked 
the look and production values of this year's contest staging. And, as in 
recent years, the emcee for the IML/IMBB weekend's events was Thib 
Guicherd-Callin who, according to Bertke, “did a great job as usual.” 

'The goal for contestants at Saturday evening's physique prejudging 
(“Pecs & Personality") was to be as sexy and witty as possible while 
wearing as little as possible. Bertke said he “thought all the contestants 
presented themselves really well. There was a lot of personality on that 
stage." Dahl said, “I felt really comfortable with who I was and what I 
represented myself as. I think the audience was great. There was a lot of 
cheering, and they were very supportive of all of us.” Ash said, “I made 
them (the audience) laugh, so I was happy.” 

Each year at Pecs & Personality the contestants are given the op- 
portunity to answer one question. But this year, for the first time, the 
contestants knew what their question would be before they appeared on 
stage. According to Dahl, “There was a huge sigh of relief for most of the 
contestants. A lot of folks had issues with how they were going to answer 
an impromptu question onstage—it was really nerve-wracking.” Bertke 
also thought this change was better for the audience: “It gave the contes- 
tants time to prepare beforehand so the audience got more entertaining 
answers from the contestants.” 

The weekend’s high point was the Sunday evening contest and show. 
Dahl explained to me that on Sunday afternoon the contestants were 
bused to the theater, where they went through a rehearsal of the show 
and then enjoyed a catered dinner before they went onstage for the con- 
test and show. Ash told me he thought that preparing for the contest 
on Sunday was “both exciting and sad at the same time, because this 
group of people that you’ve been with for so long was about to dissipate. 
Especially for us, being two or three years together with these people.” 
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The contest started with all 60 contestants being brought to the stage 
before the top 20 semi-finalists were named. The judges then scored the 
top 20 semi-finalists on their presentation of a 90-second speech and a 
“jock walk” to arrive at the IML winners. 

The new International Mr. Bootblack 2022 was the first winner to 
be announced during the evening: Alistair LeatherHiraeth, Bootblack 
Europe 2020. Then, at the climax of the show, this year’s new IML title- 
holders were announced. The second runner-up was David Spivey, Mr. 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 2020-2021, while the first runner-up was Duke, Mr. 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 2022. (This is the first time in IML history that 
the first and second runners-up have held the same leather title from 
different years.) Finally, the new International Mr. Leather 2022 was an- 
nounced: Gael Leung Chong Wo, Mister Leather Belgium 2020-2021, the 
first-ever IML titleholder from Belgium. 

Dahl summed up his time at IML by saying, “I think the best part of 
the whole experience was actually meeting people. I don’t think it was 
so important that you win or you lose, because it was put to us that we 
were all winners because of what we went through to get there. The 
number of folks that have entered the IML medallion brotherhood is not 
that high, so it’s quite an honor to be included in the number of brothers 
that have experienced IML. It's an experience like none other, and I'll 
remember it forever.” 

For Ash, “It was a real honor to be out on that stage with all the in- 
tersections that I am, to be able to stand there and pump a gauntlet that 
has the trans flag on there. To be a black person on that stage, to be a 
neurodiverse person on that stage, even being a veteran of the military 
services on that stage.” 

Ash continued, “IML continually supports the contestants and who 
they are—which I think is amazing. They see the change, and they are 
willing to grow and be with the change. Otherwise, I wouldn’t have been 
on that stage as a trans-masculine person. Watching them (the IML and 
IMBB contests) grow and change with the times keeps me hopeful that 
more of our clubs and more of our contests do the same thing." ll 
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DUSTIN LANCE BLACK 


A HOMOSEXUAL 
HISTORY 


HUW LEMMEY ` BEN MILLER 


LAST CALL AT THE NIGHTINGALE 
Katherine Schellman 
Minotaur Books 
$27.99 

Schellman’s first in a Jazz age mystery series 
draws the reader into the depths of New York City’s 
Nightingale, a 1924 speakeasy, overseen by feared 
owner, Honor, who keeps an eye on young Vivian Kelly. 
Kelly drudges by day in a dress shop, shares tene- 
ment rooms with sister, but slips out to visit a friend 
who works at the Nightingale, snagging a dance or two, 
sipping free champagne. Then she discovers a body in 
Nightingale’s alley, is caught up in a police raid, and 
her life changes forever. Schellman has thoroughly re- 
searched the people and the mores of the period, and 
skillfully uses characters of different sexes and races 
that the reader slowly determines. Subtle, blatant, the 
book begs the question: “When’s the next one?” 


MAMA'S BOY: A STORY FROM OUR 
AMERICAS 


Dustin Lance Black 
Vintage 
$16.95 

Anna (Mama), child of an impoverished family, 
was stricken by polio, separated and kept for years in 
hospital undergoing grueling treatments and excru- 
ciating operations. Told she’d never hold a job, never 
marry, never bear children, she did all three-at great 
cost to herself. This book, written by the middle son 
of the three she bore, is a memoir of Black’s own fears 
growing up gay in a Mormon household ruled by a 
violent father, but is most stunningly an homage to his 
Mama. Black, too, persevered, retaining the strengths 
of his religious upbringing, fighting for gay rights and 
writing and producing the Oscar-winning Milk biopic. 
Filled with emotion and passion but not bathos, Black 
lays before the reader the shining power of family love. 


RAFFERTY'S LAST CASE: A 
MINNESOTA MYSTERY FEATURING 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
Larry Millett 
University of Minnesota Press 
$25.95 

Diamond-in-the-rough barkeep/detective, Shad- 
well Rafferty, 84, may have just determined the murder- 
er of prolific social blackmailer Daniel St. Aubin. Back 
in his St. Paul hotel rooms, Rafferty has just finished 
typing up his notes when he’s stabbed in the back, the 
notes stolen. Finding his corpse, best friend George 
Washington Thomas alerts Holmes and Watson, trav- 
elling in the States on a lecture tour. They arrive and 
begin to suss out the five main suspects who include a 
gay poet, a Monsignor, a chief of detectives, a Mayor, 
and his aide/fixer. Even St. Aubin’s mother, Muriel, ap- 
proaches Holmes requesting him to find the murderer, 
though she’s oddly reticent to actually assist. Plenty of 
greedy sharks from which to choose, but Rafferty him- 
self points a final, cold finger. 


BAD GAYS: A HOMOSEXUAL HISTORY 
Huw Lemmey, Ben Miller 
Verso 
$29.95 

Proving not every gay is an icon to revere or imi- 
tate, authors Lemmy and Miller present some exem- 
plary dark sheep. “Homosexuality” as we know it only 
appeared in the 19th century, leaving plenty of earlier 
fodder to contemplate. Oscar Wilde was a pivotal point, 
falling from the heights to the depths-and death-within 
a decade, but he opened eyes, if not understanding or 
acceptance. The authors cruise the wilder and darker 
side of queer history, starting in 76 AD with Hadrian 
(Publius Aelius), cousin of future emperor, Trajan, 
adding profiles on Frederick the Great, Lawrence of 
Arabia, Margaret Mead, J. Edgar and Roy Cohen, and 
Yukio Mishma-fourteen eye-opening chapters in all. 
Well- researched, humorous, they illustrate how the in- 
terpretation of homosexuality itself influenced history. 
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iscovering Our 
Door County 


BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


The idea of a “summer getaway” should be one where the locale and 
the company you keep should be able to enjoy it. 

There are plenty of places that fit this bill. Have you ever thought 
about Door County in Wisconsin? 

There are many reasons why Door County would be a great choice 
for your summer getaway. One such reason is that the Door County Visi- 
tor Bureau advertises that they welcome LGBTQ visitors to their special 
part of Wisconsin. 

Another reason to visit Door County is that it has its own microcli- 
mate. For example, the time I went there, I left the Milwaukee area in 
a mini-heat wave. That warmth and humidity continued all the way to 
Green Bay. As soon as I crossed the Door County line, the tempera- 
tures began dropping. The further north I drove along the peninsula, 
the clouds loomed angrily in our front view. On the day when I traveled, 
lighting struck somewhere beyond our destination. Raindrops began 
falling on the Mazda CX-5 I was driving. As I drew closer to my destina- 
tion, Rowleys Bay Resort, the rain fell so hard that visibility was chal- 
lenged. 

My arrival was past 7:00 PM on Saturday evening. The rain let up. I 
checked into my room. It was a nice king-sized bed with a whirlpool as 
a bonus. My building was a three-story annex next to the main resort 
building, with the property lined up with cottages, campgrounds, and 
lovely grounds. 

The window in my room gave me a view of Rowleys Bay, a large water 
respite from Lake Michigan. The resort had a set of docks with a public 
boat launch for mainly smaller craft. Next door to the docks was a place 
where you can rent kayaks to go out into the bay, along with a zip line. 
Sadly, I passed on the kayaking and zipline activities. 
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My arrival agenda was simple: relax and explore. Being a Southern 
California native, bodies of water entice me. It is not an invitation to swim 
or take a watercraft out onto the water, but rather a calming and joyous 
experience to celebrate the shoreline. This would be the theme for the 
rest of the weekend in Door County - the idea of being near a shoreline. 

After the stormy welcome, I woke up to an absolutely beautiful Sun- 
day morning. The energy from the sun and sky was amazing. I never 
saw anything about 85 degrees wherever we went. I did our best to pro- 
tect ourselves from the UV rays and flying insects. 

Our first stop after a small breakfast from Grandma’s Swedish Bak- 
ery at Rowleys Bay, I took the Mazda CX-5 up towards the “thumb” of 
the Door County Peninsula. My attempt to check out the car ferry to 
Washington Island was thwarted by a very long back-up on the highway. 
My Plan B was to see Gillis Bay, which was the landing for the passenger 
ferry across the small channel they call Death’s Door. 

Have you heard the story about how the waters between the island 
and peninsula were named the “Death’s Door?” There were two indig- 
enous tribes that were at war again each other — The Potawatomi on the 
island; the Winnebago on the peninsula. The first attack from the island 
resulted in canoes capsizing and warriors drowning. The next attack 
came from the peninsula, where the same fate happened. The area had 
been ripe with shipwrecks not from indigenous tribes, but of everyone 
else who tried to navigate the rough waters at the southern mouth of 
Green Bay into Lake Michigan. 

My next step was to check out Newport State Park, where another 
beach welcomed me. It was a short hike onto Newport Bay where the 
beach and cove were welcoming. 

For alate lunch, I stopped back onto Sister Bay. I perused the restau- 
rants along Highways 57/43, and wound up at Grasses, which was actu- 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health 
clinic and education center, now in 
Minneapolis. 

919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

612) 473-0800 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire a 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
wwW.Stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | welcome 
chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320Host 
Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.orgSupported 
Decision-Making | 888-806-6844 
Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


 — — 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Estimates 7am-4:30pm ° All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. Lavender Media is 
seeking to add a Twin Cities-based "Account 
Executive" to our sales team. We are looking 
for an outgoing, organized, self-driven & 
motivated professional with excellent phone, 
writing and presentation skills. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients 
who are interested in growing their business 
Through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. This 
is a full-time position that includes base pay 
* commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, 
life insurance and LTD. Please send your cover 
letter and resume to stephen.rocheford@ 
lavendermagazine.com 


GUN SHOPS 
U e in (lie Z@ > / 


Bill's Gun Shop & Range 
Celebrate Pudel 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 
Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping ° Stump Grinding 
Storm Darnage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving you for over 100 years! ==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


HOME SERVICES 


Light Tree Removal, Trimming 
and Stump Grinding 


715-716-6684 


FULLY INSURED 


Serving the North Metro, 
Duluth, and Surrounding Areas 


Call Today 


a Free Quote 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 
Design - Install - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


PoP 
UR 


GE 612.206.7089 AN 
[[gardevingangel 6r2@gmail.com)) 


A www.triolandscaping.com 
Consultation | Design | Project Management | 


MORTGAGE 


homeownership 


infalllbOfstates| 


Lindsey M Buchanan 

Mortgage Sales Supervisor NMLS 1846330 
(651) 210-5089 
lindsey.buchanan@usbank.com 


Edina Realty. 


DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
Brian Sajadi 
REALTOR” 
952-529-1797 (cell) 
BrianSajadi@edinarealty.com E ev 
www.edinarealty.com/brian-sajadi-realtor 


LAUNERT 


612-802-2527 * malindalaunert.com 


Serving the community for 25+ years! | ago m 


JANKER 


Ware aller] cape 


COLDWELL BANKER Live Wel... Invest Wisely! 
nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 


TheNancyWalkerTeam.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Make sure your business, organization 
or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 


PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, Organizations 
and Wedding Resources. 


Deadline: December 7, 2022 
Published: December 29, 2022 


mtt 1 LL 


Call 612-436-4660 


to speak with a Sales Executive 
and reserve your space today. 
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OUR | OUR RIDES 


ally listed on the Door County Visitor’s Bureau website under “brunch.” 
This place served up great food in a very cool atmosphere. 

It is worth noting that down the highway in Sister Bay was Al John- 
son’s restaurant. If you look up at the grass roof, you will see two goats 
grazing on it. Though I never had a meal there, it was worth watching! 
Many of the tourists in town wholeheartedly agreed. 

As I have been trying to keep weight off and lighten my sugar intake, 
I caved in for the locally made ice cream. A survey of three ice cream 
shops within a few doors of each other lead me to the Door County Ice 
Cream Factory Scoop Shop. A single scoop of chocolate with hard chips 
on waffle cones was a great treat to enjoy on a warm Sunday afternoon. 

Another food theme to talk about is Door County’s bumper agricul- 
tural crop - cherries. When you have a confection with cherries, or a 
drink, or another food, how do they taste? The truth is that cherries are 
supposed to be tart. I was introduced to a locally produced cherry juice 
that was indeed tart, as intended. I bought a bottle of the juice up in Gillis 
Bay and had a glass of one at Grasses. Over dinner at the Viking Grill in 
Ellison Bay, I had a slice of cherry pie after dinner. I remarked that the 
pie was not only delicious but tart as it should be. 

The Viking Grill stop came after a break from driving around. It was 
extremely convenient to Rowleys Bay, so I took advantage of quiet and 
friendly dinner service. The special came with a lot of food — roasted 
chicken, mashed potatoes, stuffing, cranberry sauce, cole slaw, and the 
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aforementioned slice of cherry pie. Dinner was indeed enjoyable. 

On a spur of the moment, I headed down Highway 42 towards 
Ephraim to check out the town. What transpired was a lovely sunset that 
danced with the cloud cover off in the distance. I just sat there until the 
sun disappeared into the bay. 

There were only two nights for me to enjoy Door County. As I made 
my way back towards Green Bay, I decided to drive through Sturgeon 
Bay. As the county seat, Sturgeon Bay is where everything you need is 
there. I passed by a lot of shops I did not see anywhere in the county. 
There were also a lot of storefronts that were closed and empty. How- 
ever, Door County residents can still count on Target and Walmart, along 
with Walgreens and CVS - all right in Sturgeon Bay. I got lucky with 
going the Piggly Wiggly in Sister Bay when we needed items to keep me 
going for my stay at Rowleys Bay. 

It was a lovely time in Door County. I found that the people - locals 
and tourists — were friendly and did not pry as to who we were. I did no- 
tice other LGBTQ tourists and some familiar symbols up and down the 
peninsula that confirmed that I was welcomed up there. That is a sign 
that I was comfortable up in this part of Wisconsin. 

Do I recommend Door County as a summer getaway? Absolutely! 
Without question! If you haven't been, start with the Door County Visitor 
Bureau website (https://www.doorcounty.com) and search for ideas of 
what to do during your visit. Ë 
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FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connec ection. Have Fun. 


n I d our host partners, 


i 


Join Lavender a la'am and Quorum 


THURSDAY 


July 7, 2022 - 5:30 — 8:00 PM 


1330 Industrial Blvd. NE, Ste. 400 
Minneapolis 


PRESENTED BY: 


TRULY 


HARD SELTZER 
TWIN CITIES LGBTQ+ HAPPY HOUR 


EQUALITY. 
ALWAYS. 


At Hyatt we care for people so they can be their best, that 
starts with building a culture that recognizes and appreciates 
the diversity of our guests and colleagues. 


We are proud to consistently be named to Human Rights 
Campaign “Best Places to Work for LGBT Equality” as a result 
of Hyatt's 100% ranking on HRC's Corporate Equality Index. 


Exclusively for Lavender readers, enjoy 2596 off on overnight 
stays using corporate code 133843. 


For reservations, weddings and events, visit 
hyattregencyminneapolis.com 
HYATT REGENCY MINNEAPOLIS 


1300 Nicollet Mall HYATT 


Minneapolis, MN 55403 REGENCY 


The HYATT trademark an re trademarks of Hyatt Corporation or its affiliates. 


©2015 Hyatt Corporation. All rigl 


